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All the Catholics of Ireland celebrated a feast in commemoration of St.Martin. They kill a 

goose or a turkey or some other fowl. When they kill the fowl they let some of the blood 

flow, and they make a pudding of the rest. They make the sign of the cross on the door with 

some blood which they let flow. St.Martin will be satisfied if the feast is celebrated before 

his feast but not after. They kill the fowl two days before St. Martin’s Day, and they cook it 

and eat it on St. Martin’s Day. 

 

They kill it by cutting the head off and drawing its blood. They sprinkle some of its blood in 

each of the four corners of the house. When they are doing so, they make the Sign of the 

Cross, saying “In the Name of the Father and of the son and of the Holy Ghost”. 

The reason why they kill a goose or some other fowl is: - There were people going to kill 

Saint Martin. St. Martin went hiding in a fowl-house, and there were geese in it and they 

began to cackle. The people knew that there must be some body in there. They went in and 

killed St. Martin and drew his blood. That is the reason why the people kill a goose for a 

feast on St. Martin’s Day. 

 


