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Monday 4th January 1847. Extract from Guardian’s minutes. Ballina Poor Union.
“From the bankrupt state of the Union (contractors are owed £2,000), further accommodation is impossible and unless government funds are given we must immediately close the workhouse ... The dearness of food would consume all the means of persons hitherto independant.’”
Observations of C. G. Otway on above: 

“A Union comprising so rich a portion of Co Mayo, of so large an extent and of so great an annual value, should be able to support the workhouse ... The rich Barony of Tyrawley, with so many resident gentry as any barony in Ireland, ought and is able to support its workhouse and its indoor poor. I will attend the Board of Guardians next Monday and do all I can to get the rate collected.”
-------------------------------------------------------------------

Thursday I4 January. C. G. Otway to Poor Law Commission 

“I will attend the meeting of the Board of Guardians next Monday ... There is a want of workhouse accommodation in this large Union, the largest in Ireland ... The workhouse should be considerably enlarged or a workhouse built in another part of the Union ... An adequate and separate fever hospital should be attached to all workhouses.”
