Distress Papers

Saturday 30 January 1847. G. V Jackson, chairman of Foxford Relief Committee, to the Lord Lieutenant 

'Since our last weekly meeting, four inquests have been held and verdicts of death from starvation returned in each case ... No resident proprietors, nor merchants, nor others of the independent classes, to assist the poor; the rocky and mountainous character of the country in most places, forbids employ​ment as to reproductive work ... the soil is poor, the quantity of produce small, the quality is bad. The population is dense ... This day we arrive with pain and alarm at a conviction that in the parishes of Toomore, Attymass. Kilgarvan and Killasser there are about 3,000 families who are in danger of perishing from starvation if other agencies are not suddenly brought to their relief. In many parts the supply of food is already gone, the relief works are run out and we can see no prospect before the unhappy people but death by masses ... The poorhouses at Ballina and Swinford are both full to over​flowing and numbers in each case are refused admission for want of room. Surrounded by a fearful array of human suffering and wretchedness, we feel our position to be one of no ordinary responsibility.' 

